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Octavia Butler and Alice Walker; Gender Issues and Living in a White-Dominated World
Octavia Butler
Octavia Butler is a renowned writer who used her original science fiction writing to fight racism and gender inequalities. Her journey began long when she was a shy loner girl born in Pasadena, California. With her timid nature, Octavia found an outlet in reading and studying literature sources. This was the beginning of her love journey in writing (Canavan 2016). She specifically focused her efforts on a unique section of creative writing, fictional novel.
She once said that fictional writing is filled with so many people. One of her best-selling series is the Patternist series. The story involves the relationship between two people who have a curse of immortality, Doro, and Anyanwu. The male character Doro was birthed in Africa centuries ago. He feeds his immortality from entering into foreign bodies, and after each body wears off, he gets into another body. Anyanwu is the female character in the story, and she is a shape-shifter with perfect control over her body. 
The two face a hard time while living through the generations. Doro comes up with a solution to the struggle through a selective breeding program. The hybrids formed exist in a future that is filled with social prejudice. Patternmaster predicts a future that has a lot of social discrimination. This society has an extensive social class system that sets people apart. Social harm is further by the deep-seated racism and disregard for women. That society is composed of Patternmasters and Clayarks, who are considered superior as they have better mental power (Matthews 2017).
 The other humans without mental powers are the Clayarks, with their low mental ability, they are regarded as animals. In the working world, Octavia compares the Patternmasters to the white man who is seen as more intellectual, and this gives him his superpower. On the other hand, the black man is the Clayark, the instinctually-driven creature who has less mental power. Octavia defines social injustices as a problem that will persist for a time. She describes that even in the future that is filled with technological advancements, the society will still consider itself unequal with the white man being dominant.
In her other book titles, the Parable of the Sower, Octavia also explores the theme of racism (Hinton 2018). She explores that racism was and still is an essential tool for capitalism. The slaves in historical times were a source of cheap or free labor and were abused to drive capitalism's objectives. She uses the story of the people in Olivar's town to exemplify racism and its role in capitalism through the overworking of the minority group in the company for financial gains. Butler relates the story with things happening in the world today, 
Alice Walker
Alice Walker is a well-established poet and essay writer and women's activist born in 1944 in Eatonton. Her writing was birthed as a result of an eye injury when she was eight years that rendered her half-blind. Due to her state, her mother excluded her from the majority of the household chores, and she spent most of her time on the home's typewriter, where her passion for writing grew (Plant 2017). Being a feminist and women’s advocate, Walker has earned her reputation from critics and various awards for her. 
After her novel, The Color Purple won the Pulitzer Prize, Alice was highly ranked among writers. The Color Purple narrates the struggles of an African American girl and her steady triumph as she resists the low self-concept that people give (Budi 2017). The girl, Cecile, narrates her story through letters expressing her pain that she writes to God. At the age of 14, her father rapes her and threatens her life if she tells people about the incident and kills the baby after it is born.
The father, by the name Alphonso, forces her into an abusive marriage where the theme of male dominance is expressed through the violence she experiences in the union.  Over time, Celie begins to build relationships with other black women, particularly those suffering oppression under male dominance. One particular woman that interests Cecile is Sofia, who is challenging to her husband and is hardly abused without giving a fight. Cecile is so jealous of Sofia’s courage against men that she one-time advises Harpo, Sofia's husband, to beat her up due to her defiance. Sofia, after that, discovers confronts her.
. Celie admits to being jealous of Sofia’s refusal to back down, and the two women become friends. Cecile adopts Sofia's attitude of not backing down and can climb the social ladder to be a successful woman. Alice takes a more radical approach to her writing in expressing gender inequality and racism. She, however, articulates that the black’s ironic behavior of gender inequality. 
Similarities Between Octavia Butler and Alice Walker Views on Gender and Racism
The two writers share some similarities in their views regarding gender and living in a male-dominated world. The first similarity is that they acknowledge that the problem of inequality exists in society. In the example book given, Octavia defines society as classist and sexist. Octavia symbolizes the classist society that is parallel to today's world throughout the Patternist series. She explains that there exists a division in the society that has two groups of people. The first is the group that is considered intellectually better and can see the future and plan for it. The second class is not as powerful as mentally as the first.
 She defines the stereotype of the white man's intellectual dominance through science over the black man. Alice Walker, on the other hand, focuses more on the social problem of gender inequality. In one of her books, she writes about a desperate African American who struggles against gender inequality right from her home by her father. Alice extrapolates that gender inequality is also prevalent among African Americans and uses irony to explain it. The irony brought out is the tendency of male dominance in a race against the widespread white man's dominance.
 There are also points in which the two writers would disagree. The first one is at the ending of these societal prejudices. Octavia seems more reluctant to the idea of the end of the classist and sexist society. She writes about two immortal creatures and a basic plot on the future, which is highly modernized with advances in technology. However, she shows the consistency and persistence of the classes and gender inequalities, even in that future. According to her writing, gender imbalances and white-man dominance only grow more rooted in society.
	Alice Walker, on the other hand, is more optimistic in her writing. She describes the power of standing up against the stereotypes of gender in society on bettering the quality of life. Cecile starts as a battered and bruised girl who is raped by her father, beaten by her husband, and unaccepted by society. Cecile, however, overcomes her past and climbs up the social ladder to be a self-actualized woman. She expressed the need for advocacy in breaking the barriers to gender equality.
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